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R  O  M  A  N  S    X  I  V,     8. 

FOR  WHETHER  WE  LIVE,  WE  LIVE  UNTO  THE  LoRD  ;  ANBi, 
WHETHER  WE  PIE,  WE  DIE  UNTO  THE  LoRD  :  WHETHER  W*' 
LIVE,  THEREFPli.P,  OR  DJE,  WE  ARE  THE,LoRD's. 


THE  words  now  read,  teach  us  how  to  live,  and  how  to  die  "ij 
and  exprefs  the  language  of  every  true  chriftian's  heart.  The, 
^poftle,  in  the  context,  after  having  exhorted  thofe  to  whom  he, 
wrote  to  treat  each  other  with  forbearance,  in  things  of  an  indiffer- 
ent nature,  reminds  them  of  that  pure  and  difinterefted  aifeilioa 
\fhich  formed  their  charafters  as  the  foiiowers  of  Jesus  Christ  : 
Verfe  7  th,  For  none  of  us  I'l^ueth  to  htm/elf^  and  no  man  dieth  to  htm- 
Self. 

In  the  text,  chriftians  are  reprefented  as  devoting  their  days' 
on  the  earth  to  their  Lord  ;  as  governed  by  Supreme  love  to  hi,in. 
both  in  life  and  in  death ;  and  as  being  the  objecls  of  his  fpecial 
love  in  the  prefent  world,  and  in  the  world  to  come. 

Let  us,  in  conformity  to  the  defign  of  the  Apoftle,  and  to  thefo- 
lemnoccafion  on  which  we  are  affembled,  briefly  coniider  the  leading 
things  which  are  included  in  the  dedication  which  is  made  to  the 
I/Ord  Jefus  Chrift  by  his  friends  j  or  how  thofe  live  and  die  unto 
him  who  inherit  the  promifes. 

I.  Those  whp  I'l've  imto  the  Lordj  give  up  themfelves  to  him 
without  referve. 

The  duty  which  God  requireth  of  man,  is  a  reafonable  fervice  ; 
when  confidered  in  relation  to  the  worthinefs  of-ihe  infinite  mind, 
and  to  the  unalienable  right  of  the  Creator  of  the  M'orld,  The  o- 
bedient  are  fully  farisfied  that  the  fervice  enjoined  by  the  Great 
Lordof  ALL,  is  a  reafonable  fervice,  and  cheerfully  pay  him  the 
homage  of  their  hearts.  The  redeemed  view  themfelves  as  bought 
with  ci  price,  and  as  being  under  peculiar  and  high  obligations  to 
glcrifiy  God  in  tbtir  body,  and  in  their  fpirit,  which  are  his. 


The  felf-dedication  which  is  made  by  thofe  who  are  deyotcd- 
to  the  Supreme  Will,  is  not  the  fpontaneous  growth  of  the  mor^l  na- 
ture with  which  they  are  born.  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft 
God,  and  not  fubjedl  to  his  law.  All  mankind  as  they  come  into 
the  world  are  children  of  wrath,  they  do  not  like  to  retain  God  in 
their  knowledge,  and  prefer  their  private  emolument  to  the  divine 
glory,  and  the  happinefs  of  that  holy  intelligent  kingdom,  which 
is  eftabiilhed  by  Him  who  came  down  from  heaven  to  earth  to  favc 
fmners,  and  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death.  The  charity,  or  love, 
which  is  the  fum  of  all  God's  commands,  feekcth  not  her  own,  and 
xejoiceth  in  the  truth  to  which  Chrift  came  to  bear  witnefs.  Every 
cne  that  is  of  the  truth  Jieareth  his  voice ;  and,,  like  pious  Mary, 
iitteth  at  his  feet.  We  look  for  a  charafter  of  this  kind  in  vain 
except  in  thofe  who  are  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  their  mind.  They 
have  put  oiF  the  old  man  with  his  deeds,  and  have  put  on  the  new 
man,  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge,  after  the  manner  of  Him  that 
created  him.  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  fhine  out  of  dark- 
nefs,  hath  fhined  in  their  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

In  the  day  of  God's  power  his  people  are  made  willing  :  HI&, 
throne  is  fet  up  in  their  hearts,  and  they  bow  to  his  holy  and  fov- 
creign  dominion.  They  defire  no  change  in  his  pjan,  and  love  ev- 
ery attribute,  and  doubt  not  the  reftitude  of  every  operation  of  the 
Moft  High,  which  is  difplayed  before  them.  Imperfeft  as  chriftians 
are  in  the  prefent  ftate,  they  defire  nothing  fo  much  as  that  God 
may  be  glorified,  and  that  his  wife  and  benevolent  defigns  may  Be 
accomplished.  The  impenetent  are  unreconciled  to  the  methods  o£ 
divine  providence  and  grace  ;  but  thofe  who  are  brought  into  cap- 
tivity to  the  obedience  of  Chrift,  fubmit  to  the  divine  will  of  their 
heavenly  Father  in  all  things.  They  believe  that  righteoufnefs  and 
judgment  are  his  throne ;  and  can  fay  from  the  heart,  "  The  LORD 
reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice  !"  They  are  in  a  degree,  aflimfilatci. 
to  the  worfhippers  in  the  new  Jerufalem,  Rev.  xv.  3.  *'  And  they 
fmg  the  fong  of  Mofes  the  fervant  of  God,  and  the  fong  of  the 
Lamb,  faying.  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty ;  jurt  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  faints." 

All  who  come  to  Chrift  for  life,  approve  of  the  kw  which 
they  have  tranfgreffed,  as  holy,  juft,  and  good.  If  man  does  not 
defcrve  the  full  punilhment  which  it  threatens,  there  can  be  no  grace 
in  the  gofpcl.  No  one  can  rcliih  the  plan  of  divine  grace,  who  fup- 
pofes  that  the  original  claims  of  the  Supreme  I.,awgiver  muft  be  low- 
ered, to  place  the  difobedient  under  obligation  to  ferve  him.  The 
commandment,  in  its  fpiritual  extent,  is  fet  home  on  the  hearts  of 
the  faved — fm  revives,  and.  thev  die.  They  do  not  entertain  the 
leaft  hope  of  acceptance  with  God,  on  any  other  ground  than  that  of' 
his  mere  fovereign  mercy  through  the  Mediator.  Thofe  who  bc- 
lit;ve  to  the  faving  of  the  foul,  love  the  Lord  jefus  Clirift,  as  the 
brightncfs  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  expreis  image  of  his  per- 
fon.  Tht-tr  hearts  are  charmed  with  the  Atonement,  as  a  fi  heme  in 
which  <^  Mercy  and  truth  arc  met  together ;    righteoufnefs  ani 
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fflace  have  kiffed  each  other."  They  count  all  things  but  lofs  fot 
the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  their  Lord.  It  is 
the  defire  of  their  fouls  to  be  found  in  him,  not  having  their  own 
righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the 
faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith.  Feeling 
wholly  unworthy  o£4he-^vine  favour,  and  juftly  deferving  eternal 
d^ath,  they  pray  with  the  humble  publican,  "  God  be  merciful  to 
rne  a  finner."  They  afk  forgivenefs  on  account  of  the  precious  blood 
which  was  (bed  on  mount  Calvary,  and  for  everlafting  happinefs,  ii^ 
the  name  of  Him  who  was  delivered  for  the  offences  of  his  people, 
and  was  raifed  again  for  their  juftification. 

The  falvation  of  the  gofpel  is  a  holv  falvation.  It  is  defigned 
to  fave  men,  not  t«,  hut/ro,7t  their  fins.  All  who  are  made  partakers 
of  it,  have  hol'mefi  to  the  LORD,  written  in  their  hearts,  and  conform 
to  his  revealed  will  in  their  liv-es, 

Z.  To.^ivf  unto  ihe  Zor^,  implies  a  confecration  of  evfcry  taleiit 
to  his  fervice. 

Talents,  or  gifts,  are  diftributed  in  different  degrees,  and  in 
no  fmall  variety.  There  is  ample  room  for  every  one  to  occupy  in 
the  wide  field  which  is  before  him. 

No  man's  fidelity  is  to  be  determined  by  the  opportunity  he 
has  for  ferving  God,  or  his  own  generation ;  or  by  the  ftation  in 
which  he  is  placed,  or  by  the  gifts  of  which  he  is  poffefled.  Thofc 
who  have  the  beft  advantages  for  knowing  their  Lord's  will,  may 
difregard  i  t  moft  ;  thofe  whofe  rank  gives  them  a  commanding  in- 
fluence, may  prove  the  foreft  fcourges  to  mankind  ;  and  the  beft 
jiatural  abilities  may  be  perverted  to  abet  the  worft  defigns.  The 
juftnefs  of  thefe  remarks  is  confirmed,  by  melancholy  experience. 
If  there  be  firft  a  willing  mind,  or  a  heart  warmed  with  the  love  of 
God,  talents,  whether  few,  or  more,  will  be  improved  in  getting, 
«nd  in  doing,  good.  The  future  reward,  though  conferred  as  a  free 
^ift,  will  be  proportioned  to  fidelity,  and  to  nothing  elfe.  We  arc 
furniihed  with  an  unerring  ftandard  by  which  to  eftimate  charaders, 
in  the  words  of  the  infpired  Apoftle,  i.  Cor.  in.  8.  **  Every 
tnan  ihall  receive  his  own  reward,  accorduig  to  his  on/m  labour" 

We  are  liable  to  be  captivated  with  the  pomp  of  high  fta- 
tions,  and  with  the  glare  of  fhining  abilities,  without  enquiring 
whether  they  be  employed  to  blefs  or  to  curfe  fociety.  In  the 
humble  vale  of  obfcurity  have  been  found  fom«  of  the  worthieft 
charafters.  In  the  calm  retreats  of  domeftic  life  we  may  difcover  a 
fidelity,  and  zeal,  which  defervc  admiration.  We  find  more  in  a 
well  rcgualated  houfehold  to  encourage  the  hope  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  of  the  church  of  God,  than  merely  from  the  means  of  public  in- 
ftrufticn.  Thefe  laft,  though  highly  important,  h^ve  feldom  much 
effedl  on  families  of  Balial.  Where  parental  counfel  is  wholly 
wanting,  children,  in  moft  inftances,  pay  no  regard  to  what  is  deliv- 
ered from  the  delk.  Timothy  appeari  to  have  been  much  indebted  ta 
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t^e  early  inftrutflion  wfiich  lie  received  from  his  pious  mdtHer.  fhs 
tftforts  of  godly  parents,  in  all  ages,  have  received  ^reat  encOuragtw- 
ifi'^nt,  by  the  falutary  confeq^iences  which  have  fobften  followed^-  jf 

The  chriftian  church,  is,  Ifl  the  Apdftdlic  writings,  compared 
with  the  natural  body  :  Rom:  xii.  ''  For  as  we  have  many  raertibers 
ifi  one  body,  and  all  rhembers  have  not  the  fame  office  ;  fo  we,  be- 
itig  many,  are  one  body  in  Chrift,  and  every  one  member  one  of  a- 
s^tJthtr*  The  Apoftle  proceeds  to'exhort,  **  Having  then  gifts,  dif- 
fering according  to  the  grace  that  is  given  to  us,  whether  prophe* 
fy,  let  us  propbefy  according  to  the  proportion  of  faith ;  or  minify 
try,  let  us  wait  on  our  minifter;ng  ; .  pr  he  that  tcacheth,  on  teaching  ; 
or  he  that  exhorteth,,  on  exhortation  ;  he  that ^iveth, -let  him  do 
iijwith iimplicity  ;  he  that  rulethi  witli  diligence;'  He^hat  fhewetS 
iwerfcy, wrthcheerfuliiefs.' '  ' -'  ''''       ".'■^■"■\'  ."''•"     '•  '    •'         ■*" 

.  The  friends  of  Chrift  pray  for  the  enlargement  and  profperlty 
of  his  k-ii?gdom,  and  labor  topromote  its  intereftj  according  to  their 
ability.  If  we  are  under  the  governing  influence  of- the  fpirit  «f 
the.gofpel,  we  fhall  no j:..  indulge  envy  at  thofe  \yho  are  placed  in  el- 
6Vated  ilations  ;  but  lli'all  confult  how  we  may  beft'  improve  the 
ifMentS  coimhitted  to  us,  and  ffiall  thankfully  •  adore  'Him  who  ^lia'i 
cioufly  regards  the  feebleft  fmcere  efforts  in  his  femcei-" '"    ' 

'■  ■  *}^ii'DSE  who  ftand  fdrentoft  in  the  confiii^  Wltli'th'6[&%''p'^cd  en^ 
iitiies  of  the  crofs,  t)  re;,'  in  a  high  degrte,  called  to- giird'bh  the.'ar'-i 
ifcour  of  righteoufnefs,  and  to  be  co-workers  Vith  God;  Paul  did 
riot  conffef  with  the  fleih  and.blbpd,  when  it  pl'eafedGod'to'te"\HdaI 
his  Son  in  him,  that,  he  niight  pffe'ach  him''afriOng  f he  heatheii. . ,  Hfe^ 
with  the  other  Apoftles,  was  "willing  to  etigage  in  the'  perilous 
work,  •orpropagating  the-  chriftian  faith  inot  •  only  amqri^' the  G^rii 
liles,  1!(ut  among  the  Jews,  wl^o  had  laid  violent  hands  on  the  Sav- 

rtfiiif^'ahdhad  put  him  to, death.- 

,:-'■)  i;  -;  ';        ■'■...■,■• 

;' ' ; '  '^:. '1*  ;at;^  live  wit  a  the'  LORD,  we  ihall  endoTC  affllfiions -WifR 

|)ai:Ieri<ie.  dftd  encounter  evils  with  fortitude.  .  •  -'-'o 

*!i/.V.:-::T(u;..  .  ;:  ■  \,     ;'i  ;.  ,  j  -;,  .ic't 

^■^  '^AN  i's  bO'm  unto  troubfe/  as  thfe  fpafrlcs  fly  upward.  God  % 
daily  de'fttbyiilignibrtal  hopes,  and  bearing  teftimony  againft  •  th^ 
rebellion, of  the  humaa  race.  Sin  has  brought  death  into  the  world, 
5{id  all  (jtir  woe.  Pain  is  intermingled  with  every  earthly  delight ; 
and  the  cbu'rfe  of  divine  Providence  is  pointed  to'  ^arn  us  again-U 
teftirig  in"  iany  created  »6bd,  and  to  admoniQi  us  ^to  thoofc  the  Lord 
for  ourpdrtion  •  ahd  t^  feture  i  houfe  not-matde'ts^ith  hands,  ete'rtal 
jh 'die  heavens.  ^  '  ■  ■  '  ■  ••  -  '■■■  '^^'^^  ^-^  .  •  '  •;/';' 
■\  Tribulation,  in  fomeform  or  other,  will  overtake  thofewhd 
iVe  defigned  forimrtortal  happincfs.  Either  their  allliring  earthly 
profperts  will  never  be  realized,  or  will  prctioiifly  be  (Iripptd  of 
their  dazzling  luftrt.  Or  the  things  on  which  they  had  duattid  will 
be  imbittered  in  the  pofTcffion.  This"  belonjjjs  to'the/athei'ly  troi^i 
xeiflion  which  is  promifcd  to  thfe  faithful :  HcH."  -^Xu  6,  7.  "Tot 
WKoiA  the  Lord  lOV^tlihc  cliiffcnct^,  andfcoofgcTh  .ivcry  fon  -wn6*a 
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he  recelveth.     If  ye  cndare   chaftening,  God  dealeth  with  you  a* 
with  fons  ;  for,  What  fon  is  he  whom  the  father  chafteneth  not  ?'* 

Afflictions  lay  open  the  heart,  difcover  tochirftians  their 
fins  and  weaknefs,  and  urge  the  neceffity  of  trufting  in  the  Lord 
alone.  We  cannot  live  unto  him,  if  we  indulge  a  murmuring 
temper,  or  fpirit,  in  a  day  of  adverfity.  The  Lord's  people  have 
always  (hone  brighteft  in  the  furnace  of  afflidlion  ;  and  have  hon- 
oured him  in  the  higheft  manner,  when  they  were  in  the  midft  of 
the  fiery  trial.  In  fuch  feafons  they  have  prayed  with  uncommoo 
fervour  ;  and  have  encreafed  in  their  love,  th?ir  patience,  their 
zeal,  and  in  all  the  graces  of  the  chriftian  charafter.  The  heart  of 
Paul  was  at  no  time  warmer  in  the  caufe  of  Chrift  than  when  he 
was  in  bonds.  When  the  Apoftle  was  taking  leave  of  the  elders  of 
the  church  of  Ephefus,  he  declares,  after  mentioning  that  in  every 
city,  bonds  and  affliftions  awaited  him,  "  But  none  of  thefe  thing? 
move  me  ;  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myfelf,  fo  that  I  might 
finifh  my  courfe  with  joy,  and  rhe  rainiftr}''  which  I  liave  received 
of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  to  teftify  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God"*  The 
Apoftles  ftrove  in  all  things,  to  "  approve  themfelves  as  the  min- 
ifters  of  God,  in  much  patience,  in  afflictions,  in  neceffities,  in  dif- 
treffes,  in  ftripes,  in  imprifonments,  in  tumults,  in  labours,  in  watch- 
ings,  in  fallings,  by  purenefs,  by  knowledge,  by  long-fuffering,  by 
kindnefs,  by  the  Holy  Gholl,  by  love  unfeigned,"  and  in  a  word, 
by  their  whole  deportment,  under  all  their  reproaches  and  fuffer- 
ings.  Hence  they  were  enabled  to  fay, — "  As  forrowful,  yet  al- 
way  rejoicing  ;  as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich  ;  as  having  noth- 
ing, and  yet  pofTcfling  all  things." t  The  primitive  chriftians  took 
joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods,  knowing  in  themfelves  thai 
they  had  in  heaven  a  better  and  an  enduring  fubftatice. 

/  We  are  required  under  reproaches,  or  worldly  loffes,  or  be- 
Xeavements,  to  acknowledge  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  to  feel  our 
defert  of  his  anger,  and  humbly  to  fupplicate  his  mercy.  Our  char- 
after  is  not  to  be  determined  by  what  we  endure  ;  but  by  the  man- 
ner honxif  or  in  luh'tcb  we  endure.  If  when  we  feel  the  rod  we  are 
humbled,  and  are  invited  to  love  God  more  and  ferve  him  better,  we 
Ihall  be  able  to  adopt  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  "  I  know,  O  Lord, 
that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  thou  in  faithfulnefs  haft  af. 
fiifted  me."i  Happy,  thrice  happy  are  they,  who,  while  their 
earthly  hopes  are  deftroyed,  become  more  and  more  weaned  from 
the  world,  and  grow  in  ripenefs  for  that  ftate  where  the  righteous 
will  forrow  no  more.  The  prornifes  in  the  Bible  are  full  of  confo- 
lationto  the  believing  and  the  patient.  They  will  be  fupported 
under  all  their  trials,  and  will  receive  the  crown  of  life,  which  the 
Lord  hath  promifcd  to  them  that  love  him.  Hear  the  gracious 
words    v/hich    are    addreiTed  to    believers,    in    the    firil    chapter 


*  AftSi  XX,  24  f  2  Cff 

i  Pfalm  cxix.  77. 


ol'thc  firft  EpilHe  of  Peter. — "  Who  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  falvation,  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  lift  time  : 
Wherein  ye  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for*  a  feafon  (if  need  be) 
ye  are  in  heavinefs  through  manifoid  temptations  ;  that  the  trial  of 
your  faith  being  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that  perifheth, 
though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  might  be  found  unto  praife,  ;md  hon- 
our, and  glory,   at  the  appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift." 

I  PROCEED  briefly  to  confider,  in  the /econd  place,  the  import 

of  djDig  Jinto  the  Lord. 

This  evidently  implies  a  willingnefs,  if  God  fo  require,  to  lay 
down  our  natural  life  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  or  his  kingdom.  If 
we  withhold  this  facrifice,  when  called  to  make  it,  we  cannot  be 
the  difciples  of  Him  who  died  for  linners.  Many  have  heretofore 
fufFered  martyrdom,  or  have  died  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner, 
for  their  faith  in  the  Son  of  God.  Few  in  thefe-  latter  ages  have 
been  called  to  feal  the  fmcerity  of  their  devotednefs  to  Him  with 
their  blood.  But,  as  chriftians,  we  are  ftill  to  hold  ourfelves  in 
readinefs  to  go  out  of  the  world  at  the  ftake,  or  in  any  other  way 
that  the  malace  of  Clirift's  enemies  may  invent,  rather  than  deny 
liim  before  men. 

If  we  meet  death  in  the  ordinary  way,  we  are  commanded  to 
^le  unto  the  Lord.  Every  real  fervant  of  his,  leaves  the  time  and 
outward  manner  of  his  departure  in  his  hand.  We  arc  ftrangers  to 
the^fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  if  we  do  not  cordially  fubmit  to  the  Divine 
government  in  deftining  us  to  the  grave  ;  whether  in  the  morning, 
the  meridian.  Or  the  evening  of  human  life.  We  may  think  it  cj- 
igable  to  be  continued  long  on  the  earth,  that  we  may  do  more  fer- 
vice  ;  either  by  training  up  our  families,  or  by  ftriving  to  melio- 
rate the  (late  of  fociety,  or  by  laboring, ~  as  humble  inftruments  in 
God's  hand,  to  prepare  men  for  future  happincfs  :  Bat  we  are  untit 
to  determine  what  is  befton  the  wh©le  ;  and  ought,  with  unfeigned 
reverence,  to  commit  all  our  plnns  to  the  difpofal  of  Him,  who 
is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in  working.  He  only  knows 
whether  it  will  be  moft  conducive  to  his  declarative  glory,  to  call 
us  inftantly  from  a  ftate  of  pcrfcft  health,  into  the  world  of  fpirits, 
or  to  give  us  notice  of  Death's  approach  by  a  fliort  or  a  long  feafon 
of  ficknefs,  or  by  "iriy  other  means.  What  pain  or  weaknefs  we 
Hiall  pafs  through  v^^hile  the  king  of  terrors  is  advancing~we  know 
not.  It  is  our  indifpenfilile  duty  to  be  at  all  times  prepared  for  the 
awf  il  event,  and  to  re<ign  to  the  will  of  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  Life 
and  Death,  the  manner  in  which  we  are  to  go  donn  to  tlie  land  of 
filcnce.  Our  removal  from  time,  will  be  fo  conduiitcd  as  beit  to 
anfwer  the  dcfigns  of  the  Divine  Government,  and  to  promote  our 
lijippinefs,  if  we  be  friends  to  the  charader  of  Him  who  ruleth. 
When  we  are  praying  relative  to  the  dying  hour,  wc  ought  to  fay 
unto  God,  Not  my  ixill,  but  thine  be  done. 

AcAtN — F.vcrv    true  chriflian  defires   the  grr^cious  prefence  of 
his  Lord  and  Saviour,  wlicn  he  CiuU  bo  tilled  to  enduit  the  pains  of 
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■  diflbhuion.     David,  in  the  xxiii  Pfalm,  after  declaring,  that  tlie 
Lord  was  his  Shepherd,  proceeds  to  exprefs  his  confidence  in  his  Al- 
mighty   Aid,   in  his  expiring  moments,    '*  Yea,    though    I    walk 
.  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil  :    For 
.thou  art  with  me  ;  thy  rod  and  thy  ftatf  they  comfort  me. 

Whether  the  chriftian  will  die  in  the  triumph  of  faith,  can- 
not be  pre  viouily  afcertained.     This  is  not   the  privilege  of  many 

.of  God's  people.  The  martyrs  appear  to  have  enjoyed  it:  And 
chriftians  in  general  who  have  fpent  their  days  in  a  timt  of  perfecu- 
tion,  have  met  death  with  a  more  joyful  hope  of  immortality,  than 
•their  brethren  whofe  lives  were  ne^^r  in  any  remarkable  perils  from 
the  violence  of  the  wicked.     Divi,\  fupport  will  not  be  withhold- 

.  en  from  any  of  the  faithful,  in  their  confiitl;  with  the  lall  enemy  ; 
they. will  not  be  fuffered  to  yield  to  unbelief,-far  lefs,  to  be  tortured 
with  the  horrors  of  defpair.     They  will,  if  the  exercife  of  the  ra- 

.  tronal  faculties  be  not  fufpended,  commit  their  departing  fpirits  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  Lprd,  and  breathe  after  perfed  communioit 
with  him. 

"Whatever  be  the  doubts  and  fears  of  chriftiansin  the  courfe 
of  their  pilgrimage,  they  do  not  defire  to  live  always  in  this  world, 
I'hey  are'willing,  in  the  appointed  time  to  be  abfent  from  the 
body,  that  they  may  be  prefent  with  the  Lord.  They  are  fullj" 
convinced  that  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  is  far  better  than 
Co  abide.ia  the  fieOi.  An  aifurance  of  hope  wliich  excludes  doubt, 
is  the  lot  of  but  few  chriilians  in  the  courfe  of  their  lives ;  and  is 
not  enjoyed  ^'  them  without  frequent  interruptions.  The  follow- 
ers of  the  holy  Saviour,  are  not  fufficiently  fanftified  in  the  prefent 
world,  to  enjoy  for  a  long  feafon  an  unwavering  hope,  or  an  un- 
clouded profpeft  of  a  glorious  immortality.  But  their  hearts  afpire 
to  the  perfect  holinefs  and  happinefs  of  heaven,  and  they  feel  that 
while  they  are  at  home  in  the  body  they  are  abfent  from  the 
Lord. 

All  the  true  fervants  of  the;  Lord  pray  that  he  may  be  glori- 
fied in  their  death  ;  that  they  may  not  Ihrink  when  called  to  follow 
him  into  the  grave;  and  that  his  grace  may  enable  them  to  bear 
honourable  teftimony  to  his  name  and  kingdom,  when  they  Ihall  be 
fumraoned  to  quit  their  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle.  They 
look- forward  with  humble  confidence  to  the  day  when  they  miril 
appear  before  their  Judge  ;  and  they  labour  to  be  wholly  devoted 
to  Kim,  who  both  died,  and  rofe,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be 
Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living.'  He  will  not  fojfake  his  people 
when  their  flefti  and  heart  (hall  fail  them,  or  when  every  worldly 
..enjoyment  Ihall  ceafe  ;  but  he  will  be  theilrength  of  their  hearf.and 
their  portion  forever.  John  declares  in  Rev.  xiv.  13.  "  And  I 
heard  a  voice  from  Heaven,  faying  unto  me,  Write,  Bleffcd  are  the 
dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  :  Yea,  faith,  the  Spir- 
it, that  they  may  reft  from  theii  labours  ;.  and  their  works  do  fcl- 
low  them. 
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Blessed  be  Go<3,  that  in  every  age  are  found,  among  the  cfiil- 
dren  of  Kien,  thofe,  who  bear  vvitnefs  to  the  riches  of  his  fovereign 
mercy,  in  life,  and  in  death.  To  feme  he  is  pleaftd,  at  the  prefent 
time,  to  give  fuch  lively  faith  and  hope  in  a  dying  hour,  as  to  caufe 
their  hearts  to  leap  for  joy,  and  their  tongues  to  fing  aloud  of  his 
righteoufnefs. 

We  truft  that  the  excellent  Woman,  whofe  remains  are  before 
TQS,  lived  and  died  unto  the  Lord.  Her  improvements  in  piety  have 
feldom  been  equalled,  and  her  memory  is  precious. 

Were  fhe  permitted  to  fpeak  to  us  from  that  world  to  which 
fhe  is  gone,  {he  would  forbid  a  furviving  friend  to  reprefent  her 
tharafttr  as  faultlefs.  She  faw  and  lamented  her  want  of  greater 
conformity  to  the  laws,  and  example,  of  her  Lord  and  Mafter. 

She  did  rot  feek  todifcover  the  imperfeftions  of  others ;  he* 
eye  was  fixed  upon  her  own.  She  was  remarkably  free  from  a  bit- 
ter and  cenforious  fpirit.  In  her  treatment  of  her  fellow-chriftians, 
the  words  of  the  Apoille,  in  the  context,  appeared  to  be  engraven 
on  her  heart.  **  But  why  doft  thou  judge  thy  brother  ?  or  why 
doft  thou  fet  at  naught  thy  brother  i  for  we  muft  all  fland  before 
the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift. 

Mrs.  STORRS,  was  daughter  of  Rev.  NOAH  WILLISTON, 
of  Nenv.IIa'veff.  In  her  childhood,  her  mother  was  removed  by 
death.*  Her  furviving  Parent  did  not  labour  in  vain  for  her  im- 
mortal happinefs.  He  cannot  be  unmindful  of  his  obligation  to 
render  thanks  to  the  Father  of  mercies,  that  he  was  pleafed  to  im- 
prefs  inftruftion  and  counfel  on  her  heart  in  early  youth.  At  the 
age  of  Jifteeji  Ihe  was  hopefully  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  her  mind, 
and  made  a  public  profefTion  of  religion ;  of  which  fhe  was  an  orna- 
ment to  the  clofe  of  life. 

She  pofleffed  a  mind  much   above  the  common  level — Ihe  pen- 

•  etrated  into  charafters  and  fubjedls  withfmgular  difcernment.     Few 

perlons    were  fo  well    acquainted  with  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpcl  ; 

TvA  difcovered  fo  corred  a  taftc  in  judging  of  the  merit  of  public 

performances. 

*  THIS  amiable  and  pious  laJy  died  iv  the  2']lhjcar  of  her  age* 
She  left  /oi'o  Sons  and  tnvo  Dai/ghters.  Three  of  her  children  arc  yet 
Ifving,  viz.  The  Re'V.  Payfon  W iUifiony  of  Eaft-Hampton  Mnjfachu- 
fettSy  The  Rci:.  Da'vid  HonxJe  WilUftoKy  ofTunbridgCy  J'crmonty  and 
Mifi  Hannah  Willijiony  married  to  the  Re^',  Ehenezcr  Kingjhurjy  tf 
Jericho,  Vermont. 

MISS  Sarah  Willijian  tvas  married  fo  the  Rerj.  Richard  Salter 
Storrsy  O^.  I  tthy  "85.  She  died  fan.  2']th,  "98,  in  the  T,-i,d  year  of  her 
■age.  She  'was  the  mother  of fen.it n  children ;  her youngeji  nvas  born  Dec, 
9th  '  '97,  and  died  a  littlt  before  her  :  The  fix  eldcfi  are  fill  li'ving. 
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She  Was  able  to  appear  with  dignity  in  any  circle ;  and  by 
her  modeft  and  amiable  behaviour,  commanded  efteem  from  all 
ranks  of  people.  Eafy  of  accefs,  and  conciliating  in  her  manners  ; 
ihe  was  addreffed  by  all  with  a  confidence  which  was  expreffive  of 
their  refpedl  and  love.  She  mingled  with  peculiar  pleafure  with 
every  coliedlion,  where  the  truths  and  duties  of  Chriftianity  Were 
the  theme.  With  her  intimate  friends  {he  entered  into  free  dif- 
courfe  on  the  religious  exercifes  of  her  mind  ;  and  while  Ihe  was  fat 
from  affuming  any  preeminence,  fhe  was  admired  for  her  rare  at- 
tainments in  divine  knowledge.  Thofe  who  were  favoured  with 
her  fociety,  cannot  forget  with  what  fatisfaftion  fhe  appfcared^o 
dwell  on  the  perfeftion  and  glory  of  God's  government,  and  the 
wondrers  of  fovereign  grace.  Her  heart  was  wrapped  up  in  thefe 
^nd  like  fubjetts.  She  gloried  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
by  whom  the  world  was  crucified  unto  her,  and  Ihe  unto  the 
world, 

Mrs.  STORRS  did  not  fpend  her  time  in  reading  books,  which 
copy  from  the  imagination  rather  than  real  life.  Thofe  writirjgs 
were  her  entertainment,  which  are  adapted  to  inform  the  und^r- 
ftanding,  and  to  memd  the  heart.  She  read  the  holy  Scriptures  with 
rious  attention,  and  peculiar  delight  ;  and  conllantly,  and  devoUt- 
Y  attended  on  all  divine  inllitutions.  She  devoted  her  talents  to 
ihe  fervice  of  God.  It  was  her  aim  to  live  to  his  glory;  and  to 
withhold  no  exertion  in  her  prwer  to  promote  the'caufe  of  religion 
and  virtue.  She  rejoiced  when  there  werd  any  appearances  favour- 
able to  the  increafe  of  piety.  Such  times,  were  times  of  refrelhing 
to  her  foul. 

She  was  diligent  in  bufinefs;  fhe  was  laborious,  perhaps,  tcra 
fault,  confidering  her  delicate  frame.  She  attended  to  her  domeftic 
concerns  with  unwearied  affiduity  j  and  made  the  numerous  vifitants 
«t  her  houfe  eafy  and  happy. 

She  was  a  pattern  of  the  conjugal  and  parental  virtues.  The 
heart  of  her  hulhand  did  fafely  truft  in  her.  She  miniftered  to  his 
comfort  and  ufefulnefs  all  the  days  of  her  life.  From  what  has 
been  faid  of  her  charafter,  it  is  evident  that  (he  was  well  formed  for 
the  ftatiori  in  which  Providence  placed  her.  She  difcovered  deep 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  her  children.  She  fervently  prayed-  that 
Chrift  might  be  formed  in  them.  She  ufed  often  to  obferve,  that 
it  appeared  to  her  of  finall  importance,  whether  they  were  I'ichor 
poor,  in  high  or  in  low  ftations,  in  the  world,  when  compared  with 
their  ferving  God  on.  earth,  and  enjoying  himin-heaveti. 

Her  benevolence  was  difplayed  in  her  conduft  towards  all  a- 
round  her  ;  and  (lie  took  part  in  their  joys  and  forrows.  Sympathy 
with  the  afRiftcd,  and  munificence  to  the  needy,  formed  a  diftin- 
guiflied  trait  in  her  charafter. 

Mrs:  STORRS  M'as  frequently  vifited  with  threatening  bodily 
infirmaties,  in  the  laft  years  of  her  lifcs     Under  thefe  Ihe  maiiifefted 
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■fubmiffion  to  Divine  Providence  ;  and  confirmed  the  fincerity  of  hes? 

:  profcflion  by  her  patience  and  fortitude.  She  appeared  ferene  and 
cheerful,  while  her  friends  were  much  alarmed  in  fear  of  the  event 
which  now  fills  them  with  forrow.  From  her  growth  in  piety, 
there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  that  Ihe  would  in  the  midft  of  her 
days  be  removed  to  the  church  above. 

■j  During  the  progrefs  of  the  confumptive  diforder  which  proved 

..  fatal,  {he  gave  abundant  evidence  that  fhe  knew  whomfhe  believed. 
I  As  her  departure  drew  near,  her  hope   was  ftronger,  and  in  her  laft 
(,  moments  heaven  dawned  on  her  foul  with  remarkable  brightnefs. 
i?eing  favored  with  the  uninterrupted  exercife  of  reafon,    (he  em- 
ployed her  tir  ie  in  fpeaking  of  the  worth  and  glory   of  Chrift,  and 
in  giving,  fuitable  counfels  to  all  around  her.     Her  decline  was  rap- 
;.  id  tor ,a  tev7  of  the  laft  days  of  her  life..    Her.  ftrength  failed,  and 
Ihe  could  feldom  communicate  her  thoughts  but  in  whifpers..    When 
in  I)er  1?{1  agonies,  which  were  very  painfnl,  fhe  faid  to  thofe  pref- 
i' €viiyl dmg'omg  !    A  few  minutes  before  fhe  expired,  when  the  by- 
,  ftanders  did  not  expe(il  to  hear  another  word  from  her  mouth,  fhe, 
.  to  their  furpri'ze,  fpoke  with  a  clear  and  loud  voice,  triumphing  in 
/the  approaoh  of  her  Redeemer,  and  in  the  riches  and  glory  of  his 
.  -grace.     He.  ccmes  {  My  LORD  and  my  GOD  ! — Ho^  clear,  honu  ra^v. 
,  vJJp-a/g  the  fight!    His  countetiancey  O  hcvj    comely  .'  She   was  aflced 
,  whether  fhe  was  impatient  to  be  gone  ?  She  anfwered,  with  great 
emphafis— iVo  /  But  it  mnji  be  defirahlc  to  one  tn  fuch  dijtrefsy  to  join  in 
.  the  enjoyments,  and  employments  of  the  pvre  and  blejfed  abo^oe.     On  be- 
ing aiked,  whether  the  profpei^l  did  not  brighten,  as  fhe  drew  near  to 
eternity,  fhe  replied,  '■fhe  more  it  is   contemplated,   the  more  ravijhing 
una  glorious  it  appears  !  Afier  making  a  fhort  paufe,  fhe  broke  out — 
■  Self.righteoujncjs   is  the    bane  of  the    Chriftian  t — /  <wtll  go    in    the 
jirength  of  the  LORD  GOD,  making  mention   of  his  righteoujnefs,  and 
^  his  only  !  She. was  ?.f»ced  whether  the  foundation  of  Chriftian  hope 
appeared  fufficiently   bread  ?    She   replied,   Broad  enough  !    broad 
enough  !  It  is  God  Himself  !     O  free  grace ! — I /hall  praife    God 
'for  free  grace  to  eternity  !*  Thefe  v/ere  her  laft  words  which  could  be 
diftin(Jtly  heard.     Her  lips  foon  ccafed  to  move,  and  (he  obtained'a 
.  releafe  from  fin  and  forrow,   and  entered  into  the  joy  of  her  Lord. 
She  died  at  nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening,  and  went  to  the   en- 
,.  joymcnts  of  the  everialling  Sabbath  which  remaineth  to  the  people 
of  God. 

Our  fympathy  is  due  to  the  bereaved  friends  in  this  day  of 

.their  mourning.     With   them  we   muft  join   in  lamenting   that    fo 

tnuch  worth  has  fled  from  our  world ;  and,  at  the  fairje  time,  in.re- 


*  The  laji  nuords  of  Mrs.  Storrs,  nx.H're  collected,  foon  after  her  death, 
from  fe'vifral  ptrfons  ivho  heard  them  as  thy  fell  from,  her  lips,  ^hey 
all  agreed  in  their  urcount.  The  ixiords  are  inferlcd  in  the  orltr  'in 
tAjhiib  they  lucre  dtU-verul,  an4  'Without  the  hajl  aUeralion, 


turning  thanks  to  the  infinite  mercy,  which   hath  provided  a  way 
for  death  to  be  difarmed  of  its  fling. 

My  Dear  Brother,  you  are  called  to  drink  the  bitter  cu-pf 
by  the  removal  of  the  defire  of  your  eyes.  You  have  many  confo- 
lations  mingled  with  your  forrow.  You  will  not  forget  your  ob- 
ligations to  the  gracious  providence  which  united  you,  in  the  ten- 
dered tie,  with  the  lovely  perfon  who  is  now  no  more,  and  per- 
mitted her  to  continue  with  you  for  a  number  of  years.  You  will  al- 
ways remember  with  what  readinefs  fhe  bore  your  burdens,  how  (he 
ftrove  to  relieve  you  from  anxiety,  and  to  encourage  activity  and 
zeal  in  your  facred  employment.  It  muft  forever  be  deeply  im- 
printed on  yoar  mind,  for  what  purpo{*es  (lie  wilhed  you  to  live  ; 
both  as  your  life  refpedls  your  dear  offspring,  andthe  church  of 
God.  It  was  her  defire  and  prayer,  that  you  might  be  inftrunit'nt- 
al  in  training  up  the  children — the  pledges  of  your  mutual  love,  to 
ferve  the  Lord  in  this  v/orld,  and  to  enjoy  him  in  the  world  to 
-come  ;  and  that  the  bleffmg  of  many  who  were  ready  to  perifh. 
might  come  upon  you. 

The  pious  example  of  the  deceafed,  admonifheth  you  In  a  par- 
ticular manner,  to  give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  eled:ion 
fiire  ;  and  to  be  quickened  in  the  performance  ^bf  your  duty  as  a 
minifler  of  Jefus  Chrift.  You  will  not  indulge  a  murmuring 
thought  againft  the  providence  of  God  :  He  is  righteous  in  all  his 
ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.  Shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand 
of  God,  and  fhall  we  not  receive  evil  ?  He  hath  recalled  a  lent  blef- 
fing:  Can  yoii  difpute  his  right  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own  ? 
You  have  profeffed  to  give  up  yourfelf  to  God^  and  to  choofe  to  live 
iind  die  unto  him.  Let  your  heart  feel  ^he  force  of  covenant  bonds 
at  the  prefent  time ;  and  rejoice  in  Hiai  ail  whofe  works  are  truth, 
and  whofe  ways  are  judgment. 

You  have  often,  Sir,  in  your  difcourfes,  laboured  to  enforce 
fubmiffion  to  the  Divine  Will  under  iolTes  and  bereavements.  Yoii 
are  now  called  to  praftice  the  leffons  you  have  inculcated  upon  othl 
ers  ;  and  to  recommend  counfel  by  example.  It  -will  be  happy  for 
us  who  are  minifies  of  the  word,  if  we  are-  enabled,  when  under  the 
rod,  to  commit  ourfelves  into  the  hand  of  Him  in  whofe  name  we 
fpeak,  and  to  whom  we  urge  our  hearers  to  be  reconciled.  We 
have  the  fame  pafTions  and  infirimties  with  thofe  to  whonl  we  min- 
ifter,  and  need  the  fame  help  from  Sovereign  Grace.  Let  us  look 
to  God,  v/hofe  ftrength  is  made  perfect  in  the  weaknefs  of  his  fer- 
vants.  He  can  lead  them  with  the  Apoftle  Paul,  to  ^<  glory  in 
their  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon  them." 
You  may,  my  Brother,  be  more  abundantly  furniflied  by  the  ftroke 
you  now  feei,  to  minifler  confolation  to  the  forrowful,  than  by  any 
difcipline  through  which  you  have  heretofore  pafTed.  Nothing 
teaches  us  to  feel  for  the  afHifted  like  experience.  Sore  chaftifements 
are  peculiarly  fuited  to  lead  thofe  who  endure  them,  to  bear  the 
burdens  of  the  children  of  forrov/  ;  and  to  qualify  them  to  fpeak 
words  of  comfort  to  the  wounded  heart. 


[      t6      ] 

It  muft  be  painful  to  refleft,  that  you  can  no  more  on  earth  en- 
joy the  fociety  of  the  amiable  woman,  who  was  once  the  partner  of 
your  joys  andforrows. — Her  work  is  done — and,  as  chriftian  chari. 
ty  requires  us  to  believe,  n.uell  dorie.  May  you  be  prepared  to  meet 
her  in  that  world,  where  you  will  find  her  far  more  raifed  above 
her  former  felf,  than  you  once  thought  her  to  be  above  all  other 
mortals. 

While  God  fhall  continue  you  among  the  living,  be  faithful 
to  your  children.  Bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of' 
the  Lord.  May  thofe  who  have  arrived  to  an  age  capable  of  re- 
ceiving inllruction,  remember  the  dying  counfels  of  their  mother 
and  imitate  her  piety.  May  her  prayers  for  all  her  furviving  ofF- 
fpring  be  heard  j  and  may  they  prove  your  joy  and  crown  of  rejoic- 
ing. 

Lately  was  you  called  to  bury  an  infant  child.  You  are  a- 
bout  to  lay  the  mother  by  its  fide.  Thcfe  things  are  not  for  the 
prefent  joyous,  but  grievous  ;  but  by  the  Divine  bleffing  they  will 
afterwards  yield  unto  you  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  I 
hope  you  can  fay  from  the  heart — The  nu'ill  of  the  Lord  be  done  f 
Look  to  him  for  fupport  while  you  are  paying  the  laft  tribute  to 
the  remains  of  the  deceafed.i  Pray  that  you  may  not  faint  in  a  day 
of  adverfity.  Be  in  fubje-ftion  to  the  Father  of  fpirits,  and  you  will 
be  enabled  to  adopt  the  language  of  Job.  **  The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
May  you  have  a  lively  foretafle  of  the  heavenly  enjoyments,  which 
will  be  the  portion  of  thofe  who  are  wife,  and  who  turn  many  to 
righteoufnefs.  Be  a  follower  of  the  :i  who,  through  faith  and  pa- 
tience, inherit  the  promifes.  May  you  have  peace  and  a  joyful 
hope  in  death,  and  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 

The  removal  of  a  child  muft  awaken  all  the  tender  fenfibilitiet 
of  grief,  in  the  Lreaft  of  a  bereaved  father.  He  hath  been  repeatedly 
called  to  mourn  his  lofs  of  near  and  dear  friends.  May  hisftrength 
be  proportioned  to  his  day  of  fuffering;  And  may  he  be  ripened  for 
that  world  where  the  Lord's  people  will  be  at  reft.  In  the  New 
Jerufalem,  "  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  ;  and 
there  fhall  be  no  more  death,  n.ither  forrow,  nor  crying,  neither 
fhall  there  be  any  more  pain  ;  For  the  former  things  are  paffed  a. 
way."  We  pray  God  to  fuppnrt  his  fervant,  who,  through  bodi- 
ly infirmities,  is  unable  to  attend  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;*  and 
grant,  that  at  the  clofe  of  his  adive  and  ufeful  life,  an  entrance 
may  be  mini!lerfd  unto  him  abundantly,  into  the  eveilaftiug  king, 
dom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  jefub  Chrift. 


•  NEiniER  the  Father  of  the  Deceaf.dy  nor  aky  of  hh ch'ildren 
nxiai  prefnt  at  the  i'uneral,  except  Mr.  Williston  of  luifi-llamp- 
ton. 
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L  tThe  Brothers  of  the  Depeafed,  are  by  this  death  remincled  of 
their  mortality,  and  have  fet  before  them  a  powerful  incentive,  fo 
long  as  they  remain  in  this  tabernacle,  to  pat  their  dying  charges 
JTi  reniembrance  of  the  great  concerns  which  relate  to  the  foul,  and 
the  eternal  world.  Long  may  they  labour  in  Chrift's  vinevard, 
he.  faithful  and  fuccefsful  in  their  work,  and  finiih  their  courfe  with 
joy.  -May  they,  with  the  only  furvivirtg  Sifter,  have  Divine  con- 
Iblation  imparted  to  them  in  this  day  of  forrow, 

Ii^  has  feldom  happened  that  fo  many  families  of  minifters  have 
ibeeii  called  to  mourning,  by  a  fingle  death,  as  in  the  inftance  be- 
dTore  us.  -God  grant,  that  this  bereaving  ftroke  may  be  followed 
with  happy  effeifls,  in  the  feveral  congregations  now  called  tofym- 
.pathize  with  thofe  who  fpeak  to  them  the  words  of  eternal  life. 

The  people  of  this  Church  and  fociety,  cannot  be  infenfible  of 
the  lofs  which  they  have  fuftained  by  the  death,  which  is  fo  unt- 
.verfally  lamented.  You  are  witneiTes  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Beceafed  went  through  the  world,  and  ended  her  days.  You  knoW" 
with  what  wifdom  and  zeal  {he  counfelled  the  youth  of  her  own  fex 
in  particular,  to  fecure  the  unfading  charms  of  piety  and  virtue.  It  is 
hot  to  be  queftioned,  that  your  fpiritual  welfare  lay  near  her  heart, 
and  that  fhe  fpared  not  herfelf,  that  her  beloved  companion  might 
not  be  entangled  with  the  affairs  of  this  life,  but  might  give  hini- 
felf  wholly  to  his  minifterial  work.  I  am  confident,  my  Brethreti, 
that  you  mourn  with  your  Paftor,  and  that  you  will  ftrive  to  com- 
fort him  in  this  day  of  his  forrow.  You  will  rejoice  his  heart  by 
refolving  to  live  and  die  unto  the  Lord.  Pray  for  him  at  all  times, 
•efpecially  when  he  is  thus  forely  afHifted.  His  cafe,  and  that  of 
his  family,  call  for  your  pity  and  compaffion.  By  kind  offices  ftrive 
to  foften  his  grief,  now  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  him. 

Among  the  myfterious  difpenfations  of  providence,  is  to  be 
numbered  the  death  of  pious  and  ufeful  perfons  in  the  prime  of 
their  days.  Human  wifdom  would  pronounce  it  beft  that  fuch 
characters  fhould  be  continued  long  on  the  earth  ;  but  a  fovereign 
God  often  teaqhes  us  by  his  conduft,  that  all  our  calculations  on  this, 
as  well  as  on  other  fubjedls,  are  vain.  His  way  is  in  the  fea,  and 
his  path  in  the  great  waters,  and  his  footfteps  are  not  known.  Let 
us  fubmit  to  his  holy  will  when  our  brighteft  earthly  profpedls  are 
darkened,  and  our  faireft  hopes  are  deftroyed.  We  are  now  in  a 
Hate  of  triab;  and  can  know  but  little.  The  full  revelation  of 
God's  righteous  judgment  is  referved  to  the  future  world.  He  will, 
hereafter,  lay  open  every  part  of  his  government,  before  the  in- 
telligent creation,  in  fo  clear  a  manner,  as  will  abundantly  fatisfy 
his  faithful  fervants,  and  fil^  their  mouths  with  praife. 

Death,  in  human  views,  is  without  order.      God  only  knows 

who  is  to  be  the  next  viftim.     Each  one  is  warned  to  be  ready  for 

the  folemn  hour.     No  man  hath  power  in  the  day   of  death  ;    and 

ihere  is  no  difcharge  in  that  war.     The  high  and  the  low,  the  rich 
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and  tlie  poor,  the  old  and  the  young,  and  the  righteous  and  the 
•wicked,  muft  lie  down  together  in  the  bofom  of  the  earth. 

Let  all  prefent  feel  the  importance  of  living  and  dying  unto 
the  Lord.  Be  warned,  my  fellow-mortals,  to  prepare  for  a  peace- 
ful death,  and  a  glorious  eternity.  Give  up^yourfelves  to  God.  Be 
•faithful  in  ferving  him,  and  your  generation.  Be  thankful  for  mer- 
cies and  privileges  ;  and  improve  them  to  the  glory  of  the  great 
Giver.  In  feafons  of  affliftion  be  humble  and  patient.  The  faithful 
'will  remember  that  the  Captain  of  their  falvation  was  made  perfedt 
through  fufferings.  Let  us  all  commit  the  keeping  of  our  fouls  to 
God,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator  ;  and  pray  that  his  name  may  be 
honoured  by  us  whether  in  life  or  in  death.  Our  fellow  creatures 
cannot  accompany  us  when  we  Ihall  walk  through  the  dark  valley. 
We  muft  travel  that  road' alone.  O  for  the  gracious  prefence  of  the 
Kedeemer,  when  the  foul  is  about  to  wing  its  way  to  the  world  of 
fpirits  !  Let  us  follow  him  in  life,  and  we  fhall  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous,  and  our  laft  end  will  be  like  his.  May  we  all,  whether 
living  or  dying,  be  the  Lord's :  To  Hina  be  glory  and  majefty,  do- 
minion and  power,  both  now  aad  ever. 


AMEN. 


